
iNaturalist Projects for Mini Forest Biodiversity 
Monitoring 

 
iNaturalist Basics: 

iNaturalist is an online social network of people sharing biodiversity information to 
help each other learn about nature. It functions as a free app and website 
(iNaturalist.org) that allows users to record and identify plants, animals, and fungi 
using photo-based observations.  

Vision: iNaturalist's vision is a world where everyone can understand and sustain biodiversity 
through the practice of observing wild organisms and sharing information about them.  

Mission: iNaturalist’s mission is to connect people to nature and advance biodiversity science and 
conservation.  

 

How to use: 

To use it, take clear photos of an organism, upload them to the app, use the AI suggestion tool to 
identify it, add location/date, and share to build a public, scientific record.  

Key Steps to Use iNaturalist: 

• Create an Account: Download the app (iOS/Android) or sign up on the iNaturalist website. 

• Make an Observation: 

o Tap the "+" (Observe) button in the app. 

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&q=iNaturalist.org&mstk=AUtExfCrADQ6atvIb-2-9Jbt6aoz--qh8vyQXmWNN06VEjqTI9GSjEnQMOteJg_GVtgw-j0DuU9ttdz21R8z4Bkj2kbnEtEfLAd3wEI4jJX2BQauHON06Bv8cuVqJ6BEFbE846w&csui=3&ved=2ahUKEwik2P711u2SAxVHIzQIHUqzMXUQgK4QegYIAQgAEAM
https://www.inaturalist.org/posts/6020-getting-started-make-observations-from-photos


o Take a new photo/sound or upload from your gallery (multiple angles of a subject are 
best). 

• Identify the Species: 

o Tap "What did you see?" to get AI-powered suggestions. 

o Select the best match or enter a general name (e.g., "Plants") if uncertain. 

• Add Data: 

o Ensure date, time, and location are added (usually automatic). 

o Set Geoprivacy to "Open," "Obscured" (general area), or "Private". 

o Mark if the organism is captive/cultivated. 

• Share: Click the checkmark or "Share" to upload your observation to the community. 

• Community Validation: Other users will help confirm or refine your identification, allowing it 
to reach "Research Grade". 

  



Web version: 

 

  



Phone version: 

 

  



 

 

 

 



Monitoring Biodiversity at a Mini Forest site – Why? 

• Biodiversity = the variety of living things present in an ecosystem.  
• Important for health and function of ecosystems. 
• Monitoring for biodiversity – plants, animals and fungi – helps understand how 

Mini Forests support life. 
• Monitor changes as the forest establishes. 

 

 

Projects  
1. Choose Your Project Type 

• Collection Project: Automatically gathers observations based on set criteria like species, 
location, or date. This is the most common and easiest to manage. This is the preferred 
option for each Mini Forest. 

- Allows you to gather and visualize observations using the core iNaturalist search 
tools. 

- Everything that meets the project parameters will be included automatically. 
- Includes data visualizations, statistics, leaderboards and journal space (for 

announcements, organized activities, etc). 



• Traditional Project: Requires users to manually add their observations to the project. To 
create this, you must have a confirmed email and at least 50 verifiable observations. For 
smaller project or limited numbers of observers, this may be the best fit. 

• Umbrella Project: Collates and compares data from multiple existing projects, often used 
for large-scale events like the City Nature Challenge. We have an Umbrella Project for Mini 
Forest Biodiversity Monitoring. Visit the link to join: 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mini-forest-biodiversity-monitoring-canada 

Please message Umbrella Project Admin to have your Collection Project added! 

- Used to compare statistics across various Collection or Traditional projects. 
- Projects need to be created, and then added to the Umbrella. 
- Cannot contain other Umbrella projects. 
- Can include 100s of projects. 
- Visual data comparisons among all projects under the Umbrella. 
- Leaderboards among projects. 
- Map and links to individual projects. 
- Journal for coordinated activities, e.g. bioblitzes, moth nights, etc. 

 

2. Create a ‘Place’ for your Mini Forest 

• Requires at least 50 observations. 

• You will need to import a KMZ or shapefile, which can be created in Google Earth, among 
other options. We recommend creating a shapefile which covers the Mini Forest and the 
surround habitat, trail, and nearby forest edges (within 100m of the Mini Forest) – to ensure 
that all species are easily recorded during by the project.  

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mini-forest-biodiversity-monitoring-canada


 



3. Create the Project 

1. Navigate: Log in at iNaturalist.org, go to the Community tab, and select Projects. 

2. Start: Click the "Start a Project" button. 

3. Details: Enter a project name, summary, and upload an icon or banner image (ideally 
950x400 pixels).  

4. Set Requirements: 

o Taxa: Choose specific plants or animals to include. 

o Location: Select a predefined iNaturalist "Place." If your specific area (like a small 
local park) isn't in the system, you may need to create a Place first by uploading a 
KML file. (See above) or Add Mini Forest to included Places. 

o Users: Restrict data to specific participants if needed or include specific users 
(useful if you are having issues with GPS accuracy or observations being 
automatically included in your Collection Project. 

5. Save: Click "Done" or "Create" at the bottom of the page.  



  



3. How to Use and Manage It 

• For Collection Projects: Observations will appear automatically as soon as they meet your 
criteria. You can monitor progress via the project dashboard. 

• For Traditional Projects: You and other members must manually select "Add to Project" on 
each observation's details page. 

• Engagement: Use the Project Journal to post updates or news to followers. 

• Curation: You can recruit "Project Curators" to help identify species or manage the data. 

 

  



Biodiversity Monitoring Protocol 
1. Try to visit Mini Forest (at least) weekly during May-October. 
2. Walk around Mini Forest edge/perimeter. 
3. You can also walk through any trail which cuts through the Mini Forest (if 

applicable). 
4. Record/photograph all any insect species that you can. 
5. A good macro lens and/or some patience may be necessary. 
6. Focus on insects – survey when warm (15 °C min.) and not windy. 
7. Take a photograph of all insects and add to the iNaturalist project for your mini 

forest. 
8. Include your best guess for identifying the species. 

• BONUS: photograph any other invertebrates, birds, mammals, herpetofauna, 
fungus, newly/naturally establishing plants. Birds can also be recorded with 
Merlin App… but CAUTION… confirm with visual! 

• Anyone in community can contribute additional observations, but ensure 
minimum coverage is achieved (can be multiple observers rotating visits) 

• UMBRELLA JOURNAL will be used to coordinate additional surveys and 
community science activities, e.g. ideas for bioblitzes, moth-nights, bird-
sits, wildlife tracking workshop, etc. 

 



Umbrella Project – Link:  
https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mini-forest-biodiversity-monitoring-canada 

 

https://www.inaturalist.org/projects/mini-forest-biodiversity-monitoring-canada

